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The Complaint of Liberty, &C. 


Here is no Nation under Heaven that enjoys a. greater ſhare of what 
all Mankind cover, than the Engliſh; nor is there any thing of which 
they are more Jealous,, than the Liberty of their Perſons, and the 
Property of their Eftates ; and with good -Reaſon : for-their is but a 

rd, which is Health to Enjoy theſe, which renders Humane Life 

as happie as this World can afford; And for this Reaſon our Anceſtors have ob- 

tained all thoſe admirable Laws , which ſtand as a continuall Guard about us 
Night and Day, to Prote& our Freedoms and our Efiates. 

- There is a known Fable of the Dog , that coveting the Shadow, loſt the Subs 

ſtance, and once already we of chis Nation have been ſo Stupid to turn the Fable 

into Truth. We were ſrighted with the ſhadow of the Government , which we 


_ were told, had a black , nr pger Reach , thendid appear, and were Terrified 


outof our Wirs , Reaſon and Religon, Into a moſt Bloody and' unnatural War, 
and ar laſt into thar yery Miſchief, which we took up unlawful Arms to avoid. 

' To cry oat againſt Arb/t rary Government, is of late become, nor only a Virtue, 
bar a point of Religion , and has been ferup as a Mark and Eſtimate of a True 
Proteſtant : Bur to lay the Saddle upon the Right Horſe is accounted a Crime fo 
great , that whoſoever attempts It, 1s preſently cryed out upon, for a Papif}, 
And the Reaſon is evident , for they who make all this noiſe abour ir, are the moſt 
Arbitrary principled perſons in the World, and if 1do not make ir appear fo, I 
will be content to be eſteemed the moſt infamous Lyar under the Cope of Heaven: 
Burt if 1 ſpeak Truth, and ſuch evident Truth as is perfe& matter of Fa@, and 
too notoriouſly known by Thouſands yer living, to be denied. 1f I cannot pre- 
vent the Miſchlefs, which may follow theſe wild groundleſs Clamors agaicſt the Go- 
vernment, I ſhall however diſcharge my Conſcience ro my Neighbour, and my 
Dury to.God , and my King , and leavea Teſtimonie againſt ſuch as pretend to 
be Religious, for ſpeaking evil of Dignities, and defÞiſong Dominions , which will 
one day riſe up in Judgement againſt them , and defeat rhem of the Plea That they 
did it ignorantly. / 

I would only defire the honeſt Reader to Enquire who they were that firſt cry- 
ed out agaioft Arbitrary Government , or the Deſigns of it in the Reign of King 
Charles the Fir@®? It was the ProteFant Diſtenters, and principally thoſe then 
called - Presbyterians. Let- them deny ic it chzy can; | or dare . For ifthey do, 
I will ſhew that they not only did ir, burgloried in ir; and were reputed the moſt 
noble Pacriots, and ſo fiyled for fo doing. of CEE 

Who was it that animated the People to take up Arms for Defence of Liberty, 
and Property, againſt the King ? the very ſame. 


Who maintained , continued, and finiſhed the War, and the Trapdy of 
the Kings Murther ? the ſam* ett , though now they had gotten new Frocks 


: and Vizards on, and called-rhemſelves 1ndependents ;or, Congregational Church-Men 
_ a Name that comprehended all Seas, and Opinions. I love Truth, and will ſpeak 


it. Many of the Presbyter;ans deſerted them, and declared boldly againſt their 
Preceedings: Bur flill the others went on , and called themſelves the Godly party, 
a1icae Saints, and all the thanks the poor Presbyttrs gor for aſliſtipg them to ger 

| A232 into 


| 4J- | No ik 
into Power, was to be trampled upon themſelves, and reviled as Ants chriſtians 


and oftates. I þ. 2.4 . "7 5 | g oh "3 
who were they tharBaniſhed His preſent Majefite , Tonght that Life which 
could not have been preſerved.bur - har +0 Who Compoſed and Cammand- 
ed 07:rtws ſtariding Army? Who C manded all the Gurr , Forcs, Caſtles 
and Ships ? Who Rulet according to Will, withour and againſt Law? Even the 
very ſame Men ,. the Godly party of £0 regional Proterext Difenters, 5, 
' Who are they that cry bur how agiiaſt the Government, and talk of the great 
Danger of 4rbitrary Power ? Search the City, Exatnin ethe Countrey, Ra the 
- Coffee Houſes, Frequent rhe Ctubs : If you he ar any Perſdn inve)gh againſt the 
Gevernmear, or Diſcourfe of rhe Fear of 4#bi travy: Deſigns, you may pawn. your 
Life on*r, you may find hit in a Convyenticle upon a Sunday, If he pretends to any 

Religion, or Reading HobF« Divinity, and Athriſtical Principles at Home. _ 

It 1s an Old Saying, He that- Accuſes another. ought to. be clear himſelf:+ For ſhime, 
Ler-the Congreg ational- Men feave Clamouring about P?rſicution and. Arbitrary Go- 
vernment , of which they are ſo horribly guilty , and for which they haye fo great 
an Account to mak? to God Almighty:For though the Lay may have forgiven them, 
yet without Repentance thefe is no Remiſſion in Heaven zand 1s, is @ very wild Re- 

entance which brings no other Teſtimonie than the Repetition of the ſame Of- 
ences, for which they ought to be penirent, BD IOES 

- And if this be a Demonſtration , that they are the ſame Congregational Men, and 
only want Power, I will ſhew you their Pifture drawn by their own hand, and 
if they look Black and Ugly, Perſecuting and Arbitrary with a Superlative Tin- 
Aure , *Tis their own handy-work, not one firoke of mine , more than hanging 
the piRure in its proper Light , which will diſcover its native Colours, 


At the Countil at Whitehall, Decemb. 21, 1653. 


Preſent, 


Mr.. Lawrence Lord Preſident, Coll. 7ones, 
Sir Anthony Aſhley- Cooper, © : Major General Lambert, 
Mr. Strickland, Major General Sþippoz, 


Lord Viſcount Leſlze, Coll. Sydenham.  . 
Sir Charles V/aljeley, - | kc £345 


Hat it be referred to Sir Anthony Aſhley-Cooper , 414 Col! Jones, to draw up 


and preſent to the Council a Bill, for reſtraining and punsſhing of Sedition and 


Treaſon, and to Adviſe therezn with the Council Learned of the Commonwealth, 


Obſerve, this Treaſon was to Aid or Aſſiſt His preſent Majeſty,( then in Exile ) 
fo recover His Crowns. Obſerve, here is a Bill' withour a Parliament , bur you 
ſhall preſently ſec a Bill paſſed into atormal Law withour eicher Conſent of Lords 
or: Commons: And was not this excellent Freedom of Parliament , Liberty of 
te Subjefts, and a Fence againſt Arbitrary Governments 


Saturday 


© SaWragy, Decemb? r.3l 1653. 
His Highneſs the Lord Protector, 


Mir. Lam Lotd:Prefidenr, Coll, Monte its Kc: * 

Sir Anthony Aſhley-Cooper, -, ; 

a R Anthony Aſhely-Cooper Reports an - Ordinance ſor Continuing the Powers to 
5 Commiſſonert for Compouniing , &c. For” Advance of Honey, and” Indemnity, 

which was this day read, the firſt and ſtcond time, &c. 


+ The Ordinance Agreed: 


Reſolved, That this Ordinance be preſented to His Highneſs the Lord Prateffor, as 
the Advice of the Council, _. 

The Lord Preſadent did accordingly preſint the ſame to His Highneſs, and bring read, 
the ſaid Ordinance was by His Highxeſs with the Advice and Conſent of the Countil 
paſse for a L A W, and was Ordered to be Printed and Publiſhed. 


Obſerve here, After all the Blood and Treafure ſpetit, and the Solemn Oathes 
taken to Defend the Liberties, and Priviledges of the Parliament, againſt Arbitrary 
Power, how it is drawn into a Compendium of a Council of State! and the Free- 
born Engliſh Governed at the Will of His Highneſs and Officers ! Bur this is nor all, 
We want only a ſtanding Arm, and -abſolure Dominion- over Liberty and Eftate to 
make up the gompleat PiQure of Arbitrary Government, and here it follows; 


© Tueſday, December 4. 1655 


Preſent, | 


His Highneſs the Lord P rotecor, 


Lord Preſident Lawrence, Mr. Strickland, 
Lord Deputy of 1r{and, Col. Fones 

Sir Charles woolfely. - Lord Lambert, 
Col. Svleabam, 


CO by His Highneſs the Lord Proteffor and the Council, That it be , and hereby 
is referred to the Commitee for the Army to ſend into the ſeveral Counties of thes 
Nation Printed Copies of the Order and Declatation of His Highneſs , with the Advice 
of His Council, for-an Aſſeſſment of Sixty Tooufand Pounds.by the Month ſor tht == 
| A OO : Ex 


'S 


Six Months Commuting from the 25th £ December , Infant, for and towards the 
maintaining the Army. of this Commox-wtalth , and to commend the ſame Feedily to the 
ch Perſons in each County as they ſhall think fit , to diftrsbute the ſame to the 


Care of ſuch 
Commisfioners thereby appointed, or ſome-of them, to the Intent the matters therezn con- 


tained, may be put in effetinal Execution. 


December I. 1655. 


Tnftruions of His Highneſs and Coun: 
 cilto certain Commisfioners for fecuring | 
the Peace .of the Common-wealth, 


F. 


Ij it appear, That «xy Perſon bath afFually ingaged in any deſign, againſt the Perjon 
of His Highntſs the Loyd Proteffor, or in any InſurrefFion in England or Wales , foxce 
Nov. 16. 1653. That all ſuch . Perſons ſhall be ſecured, by Impriſonment, or Baniſh- 
ment, and bave thtir Eſtates Sequeſtred for the Payment'of the Forces newly razſed, aw 
other publick Charges of the Nation, Allowance for Wives and Chilaren, not exceeding 
the third Part, h | 

” " 


That all Perſons whatſoever, That ſhall appear by words or ations to adhere to tht Inte 
tereft of the Late King, or of Charles Stuart. His Son , and to be dangerous Enemies to the 
Peace of the Common-wealth, to be ſecured by Impriſomment, or ſent beyond the Seas» 


III. 


That an extraordinary Tax be Levied upon the Eftates of every Perſon, whoſe Eftate 
hath been Sequeſtred ſor Delinquency in England and Wales, or who hath teen in aftudl 
Arms ſor the King againſt the Parlzament, every one that hath an Eſtate of 100 |. per 
Annum, and ſo proportzonably for all greater Eftates: And whoſotver bati' a Real, and 
Perſonal Eftate to the value of 1500 |. or more , the real Eftate of tvery ſuch Perſon, 
ſhall be aſſeſſed at 10 |. or at the Rate of 1001. per Annum, to be paid balf yearly; 
The ſaid Payment to be made Decemb. 21. next enſuing: And the payment to be made 
to ſuch Perſons as the Commisſioners ſhall appoint , And if any will reſuſe to makePay- 
ment, then the Real Eſtates of ſycb perſons ſhall be Sequeftired by the Commis ſioners ſor the 
uſe of the Common-wealth, which Sequeſtration ſhall continge, untill ſuch Perſons ſhall 
bave paid in thtir Tax, and given (uffcient ſecurity for the payment of all ſuch Sums of 
Money as bis real Eftate ſhall be Aſſeſſed, and Taxtd at ds aforeſaid, And the ſame Rule 
zo be obſerved for all Perſonal Efiates of thoſe that ſtand in Contempt. Newertheleſſe if any 
of the. Perſons, whoſe Eſtates areſo charged as aforeſaid jhall be deſirous to free their 
whole Eftates from the Tax, and, if ſuch Perſons do ſet over by ſufſitient Aſſurances in 
Law, Convey and Aſſure to the Proteftor, and bis Succeſſors for the uſt of the Common- 
wealth, Land free from Incumbrances of the Yearly Value impojed.on them, they ſhall the 


be free, | 
IV. 


Toat all of the ſaid Party who are Perſons of no Eſtates, and live looſely, without La- 
' bour, bt Apprebendid, and ſent to Fortin Parts, | _ 
= V. That 


; . FR $6.25 1d 728) ET; By ET GEE 
_ Thi If any Phrſdns ſhall be ſent aut of the Commn-wealth,and fhal retry withoutLi- 
Eence, that their Eſtates ſhalt beSequeſtred zo the publick uſe. | 


That any thrie of the Comisfioners ſhall be - impowred to Adminiſter Oathes , ſend ſor 
Perſons,P apers and Records, «5 alſo to Impriſon auy Perjes fer Contempt of their Orders for 
which the Commisſioners ſhall be ſaved barmiefs, and'i ified. — A LESD 


Inſtructions for Commisſioners of each 
County, 


ad 


Y O u are to find out all Perſons compriſed under the Firſt Head , and to cauſe them to 
be ſorthwithſecured within your County , and you are alſo by good ways and 
means to diſcover and find out, what Eſtates Real or Poona Juch Perſons , or any other 
zntruſted for them, or to their uſe , and benefit have had at, or on the firſt day of Sept. 
1653. And to ſecure and ſequeſter the ſame for the uſe of the Common-wealth, and to 
Certifie their Names together with the Account of your Proceedings to His Highniſs, 


Tou are to uſe your utmoſtEndtavints, to find out the Perſons compriſed under the ſecond 
Head, and to ſecure then, ET | 


- / I. ; 


You art forthwith to inſormyour ſelves of the Names , and places of abode of all ſuch 
Perſons 48 are compriſed under the third Head , and their Eſtates, and who are entruſt- 
- for they, And aſſoon as you know their eſtates to proceed accordingly , ana Tax 
be ſame. 


| Obſerve here, Dear Countrey-men , Impriſonment, Fine, and Baniſhment Com- 
tnan ded,and Practiſed with the higheſt Arbitrary Power, and to maintain a ſtand- 


g Army. | 

Obferve, It was by Clamonring againſt Arbitrary Government, that deluded the 

People to Rebel, and Affiſt them with Power , which when they had gor, you ſce 
how the Congregational People uſed ir. n 

Obſerye who are they that now make the out-cry againſt Ar bitraryGovernment 
Andrew Marvel, Oliver's Latin Secretary leads the Van, in a Libel, which wore 
that Name, and I need not tell you who they are that proſecute the our-cry. 

If after all this you-connot by Comparing their paſt Attions , wirh their preſent, 
ſee the ſaare they are laying for your Liberty and Property, you are not ſo wile, as 
the Fowls of the Alr, or the Beafts of the Field ; for Solomon tells you, In vain is 
the Snare laid in the fight of any Bird. T have done my duty, I have told you the 


- Truth, 1have forwarnd you of the danger, If you ſuffer your ſelyes to. be impoſed 


upon, you can blame only your own Folly and Credulirty. | 
I have but one thing to add, and chatis, If you think , and find I have told you 


a plain Truth, and polnted to you where the real danger of Arbitrary GTO 
| | - | oJge 
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